244                      LEON  BLUM

young, the answer would be first that he has made
a science of safeguarding the health and energies of
a constitution far from robust ; and second, that
the exploits for which Disraeli is remembered took
place after his seventieth birthday. He was
seventy-one when he snatched control of the Suez
Canal, and seventy-two when he brought to pass
the Royal Titles Act, which made Queen Victoria
Empress of India. At seventy-four he was virile
enough to grasp the leadership of the Congress of
Berlin from Bismarck, though the latter was eleven
years younger, and was fortified with the renown of
two victorious wars.

The annals of the Third Republic have followed
a pattern curiously invariable. At the Left of the
Chamber emerges a Radical group which is impo-
tent as to numbers, but gains in strength till at last
it succeeds in wresting the crown from its Con-
servative rulers. The Liberals then take office.
They likewise become sobered or corrupted by
power, and in turn gravitate imperceptibly to the
Right. Another revolutionary clan springs up, and
the operation is repeated. Thus the clerical
royalists who supported Thiers were conquered in
1875 by the Republican Party. Its chieftain, L6on
Gambetta, was regarded in his time as an agitator
more pernicious than Leon Blum seems to-day.
Nevertheless, after some years, the Opportunists,
as they now styled themselves, evolved into the
ultra-conservative organ of large-scale capital*
Thereupon, at their Lsft, appeared the Radical-
Socialist Party, representing minor industry. Under